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“The Growing Role of Civil Society Organizations in Arab Countries:
Between Internal Transformations and External Support”

Researcher:

Ilham Mohammed Nasser

Abstract:

This study examines the status of civil society organizations in the Arab world in terms of their emergence, objectives and
the nature of their relationship with political regimes, with a focus on the notable expansion in their numbers in recent
decades. It analyzes the internal and external factors that have contributed to the growth of their role, particularly foreign

funding, which has sparked widespread debate over its impact on the independence and credibility of these organizations.

Also, the study discusses the contrasting views on such funding; some see it as essential to compensate for weak local
resources, while others consider it as a tool to impose foreign agendas. In summary, The study concludes that these
organizations are necessary to address crises and issues that the state alone cannot resolve, although they face challenges

related to neutrality, decision-making independence, and public trust.

Keywords: Civil society, Arab countries, Political regimes, Foreign funding.
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